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Chapter 11 
     Evangelizing the Upper Class 

 
In the summer of 1998, I traveled from Montego Jamaica with a group of over 200 
Pathfinders to the Inter-American Division Pathfinder Camporee which was held in Puerto 
Rico. The flight from Montego Bay was delayed. We arrived 30 minutes late in Miami and 
missed the connecting flight at 9:00am. The airline rebooked us on a confirmed flight that 
would leave Miami at 12:00 midnight, meaning we would be waiting for 14 hours in the 
Miami International Airport. We were subsequently  told to go to the next gate to explore the 
possibility of travelling on stand-by on a flight would leave within the next two hours. Flights 
left every 2 hours from the Miami International to the International Airport in San Juan 
Puerto Rico on that day. Due to the number of persons travelling and primarily the thousands 
of passengers to the camporee, getting onto a stand-by flight was well-nigh impossible. After 
every two hours traversing from gate to gate, all efforts proved futile. At 12 midnight, we 
eventually boarded the flight on which we were confirmed. We celebrated when we arrived 
at our destination. Travelling on stand-by did not work. We made it on our confirmed flight. 

People of all social classes must be encouraged and assisted to confirm their flights to the 
throne of God for that is the divinely intended destination of all human beings. Without a 
confirmed flight, travelling stand-by will most likely be futile. Accepting the gospel of Christ 
and making Him Lord of one’s life is confirmation of the flight to the Kingdom. The 
followers of Christ are duty bound to be inclusive in the presentation of the gospel and must 
interpret it, make it applicable and communicate it to those of the upper class while doing 
similar to all other classes. 

Revelation 7:9 says; “After this I beheld, and, lo, a great multitude, which no man could 
number, of all nations, and kindreds, and people, and tongues, stood before the throne, and 
before the Lamb, clothed with white robes, and palms in their hand”. The destination of all 
human beings notwithstanding their social class, is the kingdom of God. Luke 19:10 “For the 
Son of Man came to seek and to save the lost.” Ellen White said; “We talk and write much of 
the neglected poor; should not some attention be given also to the neglected rich? Many look 
upon this class as hopeless…Thousands of wealthy men have gone to their graves unwarned 
because they have been judged by appearance and passed by as hopeless subjects. But, 
indifferent as they may appear, I have been shown that most of this class are soul-burdened. 
There are thousands of rich men who are starving for spiritual food. Many in official life feel 
their need of something which they have not. Few among them go to church, for they feel 
that they receive no benefit. The teaching they hear does not touch the soul. Shall we make 
no personal effort in their behalf?” Testimony Volume 6, P. 78 

Men and women in the highways and byways are to be reached. We read of Christ's labors: 
"Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching in their synagogues, and preaching the 
gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and every disease among the people." Just 
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such a work as this is to be done in our cities and villages, in the highways and hedges. The 
gospel of the third angel's message is to be carried to all classes{Evangelism p. 46}. The rich 
or the upper class in societies have not been emphasized much in our evangelistic 
strategizing and the result is clear, only a minute number of them are classified among those 
active in the community of Christ’s believers.  

The gospel must be contextualized and communicated to those of the upper class as well. 
John 1:14-17, tells us that the Word (Logos), which is the Organizing Principle of the 
universe,  became flesh, incarnated Himself  among the peoples of the world and provided 
them Grace that saves them from their sins (Matthew 1:21). John 1:29 said “behold the Lamb 
of God which taketh away the sins of the world”. “The sins of the world” is a generic 
rendering of the condition of all human beings without regard to class, it is inclusive, all are 
sinners. Salvation is available to people of every demographic group in society .  

Social Classes 
Social scientists have classified individuals within societies in hierarchical groupings based on 
wealth, educational attainment, occupation, income, status in a community or membership in a 
subculture or social network. The ranking of the social class structure is based on more than just 
how much money individuals have or do not have. It includes the clothes they wear, the music 
they like and the school they go to, among many other things. People’s class have strong 
influence on how they interact with others and who they are in reality. Those who seek to 
evangelize people of the upper must utilize evangelistic strategies based on clear understanding 
of their defining characteristics. Listening to their concerns, understanding their ways of viewing 
the world, and even learning their ways of communicating is essential to evangelistic 
effectiveness.  

Defining the Upper Class 
The phrase upper class denotes a group of individuals who are of the highest social status in 
society. They are considered the wealthiest and are above the working and middle class in the 
social hierarchy. People of the upper class have higher levels of disposable income and wield 
more control over the use of natural resources. The overall population of society is made up of a 
minimal percentage of upper class people however, they control a disproportionately sizable 
amount of the total wealth. 

In a 2018 report from the Pew Research Center, it was reported that 19% of American adults live 
in households that are termed; “upper-income”. In the year 2016 the median income of that 
group was $187,872. Their annual household income then was more than double the national 
median. At that time, the national average was $55,775 after incomes were adjusted for 
household size. This class may be divided into two groups: lower-upper and upper-upper. Those 
with money made from investments and business ventures among other things are considered of 
the lower-upper class while  the upper-upper class includes families who have been rich for 
generations.  
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In numerous cases, people of the upper class are more satisfied than others with their family life, 
their housing situation and their education. The research showed that among those who identify 
as being upper or upper-middle class, 53% have a bachelor’s degree or more. Among middle-
class adults, 31% have a college degree and among the lower or lower-middle class, only 15% are 
college graduates. Nearly one-in-five lower-class adults (18%) do not have a high school 
diploma. The study showed that only 29% say they frequently experience stress, compared with 
37% of those in the middle class and 58% of lower-class adults. About four-in-ten adults (43%) 
say that upper class people are more likely than average Americans to be intelligent. The study 
showed that  42% of adults share the view that rich people are more likely than average 
Americans to be hardworking compared to 24% who say rich people are less likely than average 
Americans to be hardworking.  

Some Religious Thought Patterns of the Upper Class 
Many persons of the upper class are indifferent to spiritual things because they are more 
material than celestial focused. Some have a significantly different view concerning the 
nature and prowess of God and how He is involved in one’s life than people of other classes. 
The upper class tends to embrace relativism, pluralism. religious nones or exclusivism.  

        

 While these thought patterns are not unique to the upper class, they are common among a wide 
cross section of this demographics. Influenced by some of these predominant thought patterns, 
people within the upper class tend to focus on temporal concerns. Consequently, they tend to 
lack interest in discussions about the future and the mystical issue of life after death. Jesus 
addressed this tendency among the wealthy when he said; “And again I say to you, it is easier for 
a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God” 
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(Matthew 19:24). 

Relativistic Thought Pattern 
Relativistic thought pattern is a philosophical outlook. It denies the claims that people do behave 
with objectivity. It asserts that truths or facts are relative to the viewpoint or perception of those 
concerned or the context in which they are evaluated. It embraces the concept that there are 
legitimate differences in moral judgments of people and cultures and holds that there are no 
absolute facts or truths regarding norms of beliefs, justification or rationalization because 
everything is relative. According to this thought pattern, there are no absolute truth, instead  it is 
always relative to some particular frame of reference. Every person and situation determines 
what is truth therefore, truth cannot be objective, i.e. everyone can believe as they want to, which 
means there is no moral judgment. Common expressions of relativism include: 

– Everything depends upon the concept, perspective or thoughts of the individual. 

– Each person is at liberty to do whatever is right for him or her.  

– Everyone decides what is best for oneself and that is final. 

– What is moral is defined and determined by what is acceptable within a 
community. What is accepted as right in one community may not be considered to 
be right in another community. 

Pluralistic Thought Pattern 
Religious pluralism generally refers to the belief in two or more religious worldviews as being 
equally valid or acceptable. Pluralistic thinking in relation to truth proposes the notion that all 
considerations in all domains are true in exactly the same way. It proffers, that truth appears 
in more than one way and is not confined. It contends that there is no universal or common 
way of being true. pluralism conflicts with monism, that advances the notion that there is a 
one truth property that exist. In other words, it seeks to negate the idea of absolute truth.  

More than mere tolerance, religious pluralism accepts multiple paths to God or gods as a 
possibility. One person puts it this way; “All roads lead to Rome…. Everyone uses a different 
motor vehicle but all arrive at the same destination… going to heaven is like that, if there is any 
such reality of a heaven”. 

Religious Nones 
Religious unaffiliates are characterized as Religious Nones. They do not identify themselves 
with any religion. Over the last decade, this group continues to grow at a rapid pace around the 
world. Persons of the upper class and university trained are more likely to embrace 
characteristics of this community. About two-thirds of those who comprise this group say 
they believe in God. Over 50% express a deep feeling of connection with nature and the 
earth. More than a third classify themselves as “spiritual” but not “religious” (37%), and 
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one-in-five (21%) say they pray every day. In addition, most religiously unaffiliated 
Americans think that churches and other religious institutions benefit society by 
strengthening community bonds and aiding the poor, however, they do not reckon 
themselves members in such communities. However, many are still willing to support 
the causes that they advance in respect of peace and social welfare of human beings. 

Exclusive Thought Pattern 
Exclusivists believe that there is only one way to salvation and to religious truth. Some of them 
even argue that it is necessary to suppress the falsehoods taught by other religions. They are 
motivated by the holy scriptures that teaches that, a) there is one God – Deuteronomy 6:5,         
b) there is only one way to know God—through Jesus Christ; John 14:6; Acts 4:12, c) the Bible 
condemns other religions as following gods that are not really God. Reinforcing the biblical 
concept of One God, Joshua 23:16 says; “If you violate the covenant of the LORD your God, 
which He commanded you, and go and serve other gods and bow down to them, the LORD's 
anger will burn against you.” Dogmatic exclusivism embraces three basic propositions that 
animate the Christian faith: 

1. The Deity of Christ – John 1:1,14 
2. The Substitutionary death of Christ for all human beings – 1 Corinthians 5:21 
3. Salvation from Sin is derived only by Grace though Faith – Ephesians 2:8-9. 

Idiosyncrasies of the Upper Class  
Idiosyncrasies are distinctive or peculiar expressions, values, features or characteristics, likes or 
areas of interest of an individual, group or class of persons.  

In the case of the upper class, there are certain peculiarities that need to be enumerated in order 
to create understanding and context to develop a strategy in evangelizing them.  

The upper class is generally interested in: 
Health reform and health practices  family-relationships 
Wealth  - money and possessions  Education 
Prestige – high station ion life  Influence and legacy 
Hoarding of resources    Focus on self 

Perspectives and behavior patterns of most upper class people are: 
i. The live within their means – many of them save up 20% or more of their income 
ii. Many avoid gambling  
iii. They read every day – about 88% read an average of 30 minutes a day 
iv. They spend less time in front of television screens and other monitors  
v. They are able to control their emotions compared to many of other classes 
vi. They volunteer depending on the context as deemed necessary 
vii. They work hard to achieve  
viii. They set goals and aspire to attain them 
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ix. They avoid procrastination 
x. They talk less and listen more 
xi. They avoid toxic relationships 
xii. They persevere amidst severe odds 
xiii. They challenge and negate conventional opinions that are limiting 
ivx. They have mentors, coaches and special advisors 
xv. They determine and know their primary objectives and purpose 
xvi. They create personal methods of achievements  

            They network and maintain relationships 

 They resist being pressured or controlled and value freedom and respect 

 

In order to effectively reach members of the upper class, the gospel worker or Christian witness 
needs to understand the mindset and idiosyncrasies of persons within that demographic group.  

Ellen White said; “Let every worker in the Master’s vineyard, study, plan, devise 
methods, to reach the people where they are. We must do something out of the common course 
of things. We must arrest the attention. We must be deadly in earnest. We are on the very verge 
of times of trouble and perplexities that are scarcely dreamed of” Evangelism, sec. 6, pp. 122, 
123.  

Wealthy Bible Characters who Loved the Lord   
Very often, gospel workers and Christian believers neglect witnessing to the wealthy based on 
the concept that they  are not interested in spiritual matters and are too difficult to engage. 
Nevertheless, the Bible is replete with examples of wealthy persons who were receptive to the 
message of salvation. Many of them were faithful followers of the Lord. This reality provides a 
frame of reference for  Christian believers not to become disheartened in reaching out in witness 
to this group of individuals. Some of these wealthy and faithful in Scripture are: 

• Abraham   *Isaac   *Jacob  *Joseph    
• Lot    *Job  *Boaz   *Abigail     
• Nabal    *David  *Solomon  *Hezekiah  
• Dorcas   * Matthew 

In Luke 19 we find Zacchaeus who before his actual conversion cheated and abused the poor but 
repented and made restitution after accepting salvation offered through Christ. 

Barnabas (Acts 4:36-37), he sold some of the lands that he possessed and gave the proceeds to 
believers in Christ. 

Lydia (Acts 16:13-15, 50), hosted the first church in her home in Europe.   
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Cornelius (Acts 10:1-48), after and even before he sent in search of Peter concerning the Faith of 
Jesus, he was very generous to the poor. 
 
Ethiopian Eunuch (Acts 8:26-40), he invited Phillip to explain the faith of Jesus to him then 
requested to be immediately baptized as he came to a pool that possessed sufficient water.  

Philemon (Philemon 1), was the owner of slaves and a large number of properties. He forgave 
one of his slaves that ran away both financially and morally.   

Joseph of Arimathea (Matthew 27:56-61; Mark 15:42-46 and Luke 23:50-53), who had pre-paid 
for his own tomb, donated it for the burial of Jesus.  

The Roman Centurions (Matthew 8:5-13 and Luke 7:5), demonstrated kindness towards the 
Jews, paid to build a synagogue and demonstrated compassion for his servant that was sick.   

Jesus’ Approach in dealing with the Wealthy or the upper class 
           Jesus was all inclusive in dealing with humanity. He embraces people of every class. “The 
Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering 
toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance” 2 Peter 3:9. 
Jesus a) hanged out with the rich, b) welcomed and ate with sinners, c) attended to the sick,        
d) dined with Pharisees, e) invited rich official to join him, f) took resources from the rich to 
support the mission and g) went to the house of the rich and dined. “Now it happened, as He was 
dining in Levi’s house, that many tax collectors and sinners also sat together with Jesus and His 
disciples; for there were many, and they followed Him. And when the scribes and Pharisees saw 
Him eating with the tax collectors and sinners, they said to His disciples, “How is it that He eats 
and drinks with tax collectors and sinners?” When Jesus heard it, He said to them, “Those who 
are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. I did not come to call the righteous, 
but sinners, to repentance”. Mark 2:15-17 NKJV. 

Evangelizing the Upper Class 
        Is it possible to communicate the gospel to people who possess thought patterns which are 
not favorable to monotheism or in rational objective truth?  How can the believers in Christ 
witness to those who maintain skeptical attitude towards the Bible and who are not motivated to 
organized religion?  Believers in Christ must be concerned about these questions if they will 
effectively make inroads in the lives of these people when presenting the gospel. Their mandate 
is not just to present the gospel but to influence them to accept Christ as their personal Savior 
and become members of the faith community.  

To effective witnesses to them, a contextualized approach is required. The success stories of 
evangelizing the upper class is not few and far. However, as we are told in Matthew 9:37, 38; 
“Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 
Therefore, pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.” The traditional 
public evangelism and other soul-winning methods used to evangelize the middle and working 
classes of individuals are not reaching the wealthy and upper class. Three important imperatives 
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to observe when evangelizing the upper class are; enter their context, challenge their context and 
address their desire. 

                         

 

Enter the Cultural Context of the Upper Class 

• Develop understanding of their values 

• Put yourself into their place - empathize 

– See Acts 17:16-34 (Paul in Athens) 

Challenge the Cultural Context of the Upper Class 

• Speak to the satisfaction and joys of this class 

• Speak to the ignorance of the upper class 

– What is it that they should know that they do not know?  

• Paul spoke to the ignorance of the Athenians 

• Always remember, according to Ellen White, new and different methods are to be 
employed to save different ones. (Evangelism p. 106). 

     To challenge the cultural context of the upper class is a difficult task to be achieved, but the 
gospel is the power of God.  “For I am not ashamed of the Gospel of Christ, for it is the power of 
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God unto salvation to everyone who believeth, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17 For 
therein is the righteousness of God revealed from faith to faith; as it is written: “The just shall 
live by faith.” Romans 1:16-17.  

Ellen White said; “The classes of people you meet decide for you the way in which the work 
should be handled”.--  {Evangelism p. 106}. “Some of the methods used in this work will be 
different from the methods used in the work in the past; but let no one, because of this, block the 
way by criticism”.--{Evangelism p. 129} 

Address Characteristics of the Upper Class 
It is important for preachers to address characteristics of the upper class and clearly show them 
how the Gospel of Christ are relevant to their lives. By beginning with their needs such as; things 
they value, things that are unique and things that threaten, preachers immediately gain their 
attention. This group of individuals are not necessarily searching for truth. Instead, they are in 
quest of peace, well-being and greater satisfaction in this life. Seven considerations for 
contextualizing the gospel to the upper class are: 
 
1) Most people of the upper class believe in God. They just have a more material focus than 
celestial, preachers should equip them to sense the presence of God and the importance of living 
with that consciousness every moment.  
 
 2) Many are not knowledgeable about the Christian faith so evangelists and preachers should 
avoid the use of stories and phrases that assume they have comprehension of the scriptures. 
Instead, teach them the basics of the gospel in a simple, clear and understandable manner.  
 
3) Because many people of the upper class like to share experiences of success, evangelists and 
preachers should enable them to experience the success that the Gospel engenders through 
narrative and inductive preaching. Provide opportunities of success and faith sharing testimonies 
through multi-sensory approaches.  
 
4) Many of them do not sense the importance of Church or a spiritual community in their lives. 
Evangelists and preachers should point out the value of a faith community as a support group and 
help them comprehend and experience such benefits on a personal basis.  
 
5) Many upper class people are family oriented and relational so evangelists and preachers 
should reveal to them the origins, intentions and virtues of happy family and point them to the 
church as a spiritual family. They should help them to see how Christ and the Church offer 
practical assistance counsels and resources for healthy relationships and the value of connecting 
meaningfully in relationships with Christians or the family of God.  
 
6) Because many of them embrace a pluralistic thought pattern, evangelists and preachers 
should help them to recognize the inclusive nature of the Gospel and the distinctiveness of Christ 
and help them to repudiate the misconceptions of pluralism.  
 
7) Since people of the upper class are material oriented and usually more pragmatic, evangelists 
and preachers should show them how the Gospel relates to the concerns of daily life and point 
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them to the possibility of experiencing a plus. That is the joys of  acquiring and living in this life 
and the higher joys of living eternally in the paradise of God.   
 
Connecting with the Upper Class through personal experience 
        Sharing one’s experience is fundamental to presenting the gospel of Christ to people of the 
upper class. Since the Relativists are accepting of everyone’s point of view, this is a good place 
to begin. Similarly, since the Pluralists feel insulted to be told that they or anyone needs a better 
life, personal experience cannot be refuted with much success. It is sharing with them your 
personal stories that will capture attention and provide an opening to bring life-changing results. 
Since discussion may not necessarily result in the desired outcome, an advocacy approach, which 
is  to intentionally propose your faith after sharing your personal experience will prove quite 
effective.  

        The opportunity to intentionally propose your faith will be made possible after relationship 
is established with the prospect. A strong reliance upon the Holy Spirit to drive home the truth 
into the hearts of people is crucial. Ellen White said, As human beings, we do not win souls. It is 
Christ, working through the Holy Spirit who wins souls (Testimonies to Ministers, chap. 5, pp. 
144, 145. In I Corinthians 3:6,7, the Apostle Paul said; “I have planted, Apollos watered; but 
God gave the increase. So then neither is he that planteth anything, neither he that watereth: but 
God that giveth the increase.” 

 Many church people do not possess the academic preparation as many of the upper class 
and that makes it difficult for them to evangelize such educated, upper class. It actually is 
intimidating and is a source of temptation to become daunted by the thought that reaching the 
upper class is an impossible target. God already addressed that temptation in His communication 
to Jeremiah in Chapter 1:4-10 NKJV; “Then the word of the LORD came to me, saying: “Before 
I formed you in the womb I knew you; Before you were born I sanctified[a] you; I ordained you a 
prophet to the nations. Then said I: “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am a youth.” 
But the LORD said to me: “Do not say, ‘I am a youth,’ For you shall go to all to whom I send 
you, And whatever I command you, you shall speak. Do not be afraid of their faces, 
For I am with you to deliver you,” says the LORD. Then the LORD put forth His hand and touched 
my mouth, and the LORD said to me: “Behold, I have put My words in your mouth. See, I have 
this day set you over the nations and over the kingdoms, To root out and to pull down, To 
destroy and to throw down, To build and to plant.” 

Gaining the Upper Class for the Kingdom 
It takes the supernatural power of God to release those who are in Satan’s grip (Matthew 
17:21AV) and to open the eyes of those blinded to the light of the gospel (2 Corinthians 4:4). If 
God doesn’t take the initiative in the life of the unbeliever, as He promises to do in response to 
our prayers, we are limited to human resources and human understanding. However, God will act 
in response to our specific prayers. He has always acted. We must go forward and be intentional 
in asking Him to rescue the upper class from the clutches of the devil into His Church and 
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Kingdom.  

Does this mean that evangelism to rescue the upper class with little or no prayer support will 
always fail? The answer is ‘no’! God in His sovereign good pleasure may bring people to a 
saving knowledge of Jesus Christ despite our prayerlessness. The believer in Christ may in fact 
be instrumental in reaping where he has not sown (John 4:37-38). However, God’s preferred 
method is to work through and with the human agents. Prayers and activities of the believer of 
the Church must not only be focused toward the needs of those within the community of 
believers. If the concerns for the upper class, part of those that God loves (John 3:16) is not 
considered – then the church or those engaged in the witnessing process will be: a) missing the 
opportunity that is made possible by God to see them saved in the kingdom; b) lacking in Christ-
like vision and compassion; c) ineffective in building God’s kingdom and will miss the joy of 
seeing God’s power released and redemption of this group of His people come to Him.  

 Once there is an understanding of the way the upper class think, feel, reason, 
and make decisions, Christ’s believers must proceed to proclaim the gospel to them. 
The goal of presenting the gospel to them is to influence them to make a decision 
for Him. To effectively present the gospel to them, believer must address at least three 
of their central needs:  

1. How to acquire 
2. How to enjoy 
3. How to keep 

The truth must be presented within the context of these overarching desires of theirs. Paul gave 
them Jesus as the source of their eternal riches, the Messiah, whom they needed to acquire in 
their lives. He gave them Jesus whose presence brings assurance and abundance of security and 
satisfaction to enjoy. He gave them Jesus who is the eternal hope that they need to keep. When 
we read Acts 18:1-8, we note that Paul preached the gospel in Corinth and a vast number of 
people accepted Christ and were baptized. The church started out small and then grew to a large 
number. The motivation for evangelizing the upper class is not to achieve numbers, instead it is 
to: 

i. Present the gospel which is the truth that they are to embrace. 

ii. Present the gospel with clarity so they can assimilate it. 

iii. Present the gospel with biblical accuracy so they can have a correct knowledge of Christ. 

iv. Present Christ in His purity and righteousness, who is the Good News that they need to  
receive. 

v. Invite them to accept Him as their personal Savior for in Him they find eternal life.   
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Five important considerations in presenting the plan of salvation  
In presenting the gospel to the upper class be sure to explain to them five considerations of the 
plan of salvation that are important and attractive; a) Union with Christ, b) New creation, c) 
Adoption, d) justification, d) redemption. 

                          

 

 

Explain to them how:   

v Jesus brings redemption to those who are living with the consciousness of guilt  
v Jesus accepts those who feel rejected by justifying them  
v Those who may feel abandoned by circumstances are adopted in in and by the love of a 

perfect and sustaining Father  
v Jesus transforms into a new creation, those who feel hopeless irrespective of all of life’s 

possessions 
v Jesus enables a life of union and intimacy with Himself to those who are lonely, stressed 

and depressed. 

Preparation for the Presentation of the Gospel to the Upper Class 

• Let it be a subject for continued and fervent prayers  

• Employ prayer as a major aspect of the planning, and execution of the program 

• Plan a two years program to evangelize the upper class 
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• Connect with the people through appropriate social means – choose the approach 

• Hang out with them as much as is possible through electronic or in-person means 

• Approach them, do not wait for them to come to you 

• Conduct special forums that address social needs within their context 

• Select topics that will address their core values and success habits 

• Plan a dinner conference with them to address health, social and economic topics like: 

• stress management 

• wealth acquisition 

• wealth management 

• partnerships 

• Choose presenters who can connect with them 

• Develop strategy to transition from social to spiritual conversations  

• Eventually, do bible studies with them – use technology and face to face bible study with 
them 

• Choose venue wisely where forums will be conducted in a way that is attractive to the 
upper class 

Venue for Upper Class Evangelism 
The large halls in our cities should be secured, that the third angel's message may be proclaimed 
by human lips. Thousands will appreciate the message.--Letter 35, 1895.  {Ev 75.2} 

The Most Popular Halls.--It requires money to carry the message of warning to the cities. It is 
sometimes necessary to hire at large expense the most popular halls, in order that we may call the 
people out. Then we can give them Bible evidence of the truth. --Manuscript 114, 1905.  {Ev 
75.3} 

I am convinced that we might have had a good hearing if our brethren had secured a suitable hall 
to accommodate the people. But they did not expect much, and therefore did not receive much. 
We cannot expect people to come out to hear unpopular truth when the meetings are advertised 
to be held in a basement, or in a small hall that will seat only a hundred persons. . . . By their lack 
of faith our laborers sometimes make the work very hard for themselves.--Historical Sketches, p. 
200. (1886)  {Ev 126.1} 

Opportunities that digital evangelism provide for engaging the upper class 
In an attempt to reach the upper class and relevantly witness to them, the believer in Christ must 
engage channels of communication to proclaim the message to them that will be effective.  The 
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technological revolution in communications has made it amazingly possible to  package and 
deliver the message to them in an effective way considering their idiosyncrasies. Through 
Cyberspace, transmitting information costs almost nothing. Distance is irrelevant, and there is no 
limit to the volume of content that can be made instantly accessible. Chapter 5 that deals with 
digital evangelism provide practical and relevant information that can be contextualized in 
utilizing technology to reach the upper class. 

A Step-by step Process for Effectiveness in Upper Class Evangelism 

• Establish an Upper Class Evangelism Committee   
• Perform demographic research on the upper class 
• Provide orientation to the committee 
• Develop a vision for evangelizing the upper class 
• Identify alternative options and channels to reach them in their context 
• Determine economic, social, health and lifestyle forums through which to connect with 

them 
• Determine attractive venues to meet with them and conduct instructional sessions 
• Select the team of persons that will work with the upper class 
• Communicate with members of the team and all those who need to be in the know 
• Train all participants to effectively fulfill their roles 
• Establish and maintain program quality standards  
• Promote and invite members of the upper class to specially organized forums 
• Adopt the recommendations of the committee to: 

a. Enter the cultural context of the upper class 
b. Challenge the cultural context  of the upper class 
c. Address the central needs and characteristics of the upper class  

 
• Present the Gospel  
• Be consistent and on time 
• Evaluate and make adjustments where necessary 

Role of the Committee 
1. Establish specific evangelistic objectives to reach the upper class 

2. Determine specific initiatives to achieve the objectives 

3. Determine the specific targeted group(s) for these initiatives 

4. Determine what should be known about the targeted group(s) before execution of the 
 initiatives 

5. Determine how many persons are required to execute these initiatives 
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6. Determine what is the specific strategy to equip persons to execute the initiatives 

7. Determine when will the education process begin and for how long 

8. Determine who will be responsible for the education process 

9. Determine how will persons be recruited to participate in the execution of these 
 initiatives 

10. Determine who will be responsible for the recruitment 

11. Determine when will recruitment begin and how long will it last 

12. Determine what training will be necessary for the participants 

13. Determine who will provide the training to the participants 

14. Determine what resources will be required for the execution of these initiatives 

15. Determine how will the initiative be evaluated and by whom 

Conclusion 
A studied approach to evangelizing the upper class is an imperative of our time. For various 
reasons most of them are not being impacted by the Gospel. Many believers in Christ do not 
know how to reach them and many are intimidated. Ellen White said that presenters who can 
connect with them should be chosen: “Workers of Intelligence to Reach Higher Classes—There 
has not been the effort made that should have been made to reach the higher classes. While we 
are to preach the gospel to the poor, we are also to present it in its most attractive light to those 
who have ability and talent, and make far more wise, determined, God-fearing efforts than have 
hitherto been made, to win them to the truth”. Evangelism, p. 556. 

In presenting the gospel to people of the upper class, method should not be emphasized above 
that which is essential, the use of scripture which is the lesson book. “Charmed by Scripture 
Truth—Men in high positions of trust in the world will be charmed by a plain, straightforward, 
Scriptural statement of truth”. Evangelism p. 557. She said that the intelligent, and refined are 
altogether too much passed by because; “The hook is not baited to catch this class, and ways and 
methods are not prayerfully devised to reach them with truth that is able to make them wise unto 
salvation. Most generally the fashionable, the wealthy, the proud, understand by experience that 
happiness is not to be secured by the amount of money that they possess, or by costly edifices, 
and ornamental furniture and pictures. They want something they have not. But this class are 
attracted toward each other, and it is hard to find access to them; and because of this many are 
perishing in their sins who long for something that will give them rest and peace and quietude of 
mind. They need Jesus, the light of righteousness”. Evangelism p. 556  

To evangelize the upper class takes time, it requires a change in thinking and doing, it is not 
fishing among a new group by utilizing the same method that we utilize to the middle and 
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working classes, instead, it is a different culture or lifestyle to be impacted with the gospel of 
Christ. It requires intentionally identifying persons to reach them, training these persons and 
deploying them. Without the inclusion and dependence upon the Holy Spirit it will be a daunting 
venture. With the Holy Spirit impacting minds and bringing convictions and the total 
involvement of the Divine triune combined with human efforts success is assured. 

Review and Discussion 

• What implication does Revelation 7:9 have for evangelizing the upper class? 
• Name and explain at least three thought patterns of the upper class 
• Identify at least 6 idiosyncrasies of the upper class and state how these may be utilized in 

an effective evangelistic approach to them. 
• Identify any five wealthy bible characters and state how their experience in scripture can 

be utilized to shape a message that will be acceptable to the upper class. 
• Identify three important imperatives to be considered when planning to evangelize the 

upper class and hoe gospel proclaimers may be guided by them. 
• Name five considerations of the plan of salvation and state how they may be utilized to 

address human needs in the presentation of the gospel. 
• Develop a complete ready to implement evangelistic plan to reach, equip, rescue and 

retain people of the upper class in the faith of Christ and the Church 
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